
 1 

MY BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

I have made a book list of some of the great charismatic books that have impacted me. I believe they will 
stir your own desire toward yielding to more of the work of the Holy Spirit today. I admit, most of these 
books tend to be older testimonies from yesteryear, but they have stood the test of time. I read them 
when I first met the Lord and have re-read them through the years, and they still inspire me. That is the 
test of a good book, amen! 

David Wilkerson’s The Cross and The Switchblade is a remarkable book for many reasons, but in its 
last few chapters, David asks Nicky Cruz and some of the other team members who worked in Teen 
Challenge what was it that made the difference in their lives, helping them overcome drugs and the gang-
lifestyles. They each answered the same way, “When I was baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

They Speak with Other Tongues by John Sherrill is a classic book that has helped a lot people relax 
about this “strange” work of the Holy Spirit. 

Nine O’clock in the Morning by Dennis Bennett is a worthwhile read, especially if you want to get a 
sense of what it was like during the early days of the early Charismatic movement. This is one of the best 
books I know of to give someone with a denominational background who has a bias against the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

I Believe in Visions by Kenneth E. Hagin, Sr. contains about ten visions Hagin had of Jesus. It contains 
invaluable teaching on the gifts of discerning of spirits. Almost any book of Hagin’s is useful and full of 
great examples, especially his large study books on faith, prayer, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Smith Wigglesworth—Apostle of Faith really inspired me to be determined to walk by faith when I 
was a new Christian. I was moved to see that the power of God can work wherever I go. The story is about 
a simple plumber who, after he was endued with power from on high, had the audacity and the integrity 
to take what Jesus taught and demonstrated at face value. Over time, he went around the world with this 
simple message to bring the Church more in line with her God-given potential. Wigglesworth’s messages 
were transcribed and compiled in a book called Ever Increasing Faith which is laced with illustrations of 
the power of prayer that you do not come across very much today. 

Pioneers of Faith by Lester Sumrall is a wonderful book that gives snapshots of a number of men and 
women whom God used in the early days of Pentecostalism. Sumrall gives an unvarnished view into the 
lives of people that he had personally known. It gives a great glimpse into the life of Howard Carter. 

Read anything you can find about Howard Carter who was the dean of a Bible school in England. He 
was given an unparallel revelation about the gifts and nature of the Holy Spirit while he was in prison for 
being a conscientious objector during World War I. He took this revelation to the Church around the world, 
but it clashed with the raw or unrefined understanding of the Holy Spirit during these early days of the 
Pentecostal movement. The only thing that convinced people to be open to the balance he brought was 
the fact that few people were used in the gifts of the Spirit on his level of proficiency. He only had a couple 
of books printed, Questions and Answers on Spiritual Gifts and Spiritual Gifts and Their Operation. These 
were transcribed by others from his lectures. 

http://www.amazon.com/Believe-Visions-Faith-Library-Publications/dp/0892765089/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216127246&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Smith-Wigglesworth-Stanley-H-Frodsham/dp/0882435868/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216128005&sr=1-11
http://www.amazon.com/Ever-Increasing-Faith-Smith-Wigglesworth/dp/1604590610/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216232859&sr=1-6
http://www.amazon.com/Pioneers-Faith-Lester-Sumrall/dp/0892747420/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216127045&sr=1-16
http://www.amazon.com/Questions-Answers-Spiritual-Howard-Carter/dp/1577940652/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1216127405&sr=1-6
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Most of Howard Carter’s material has been preserved in Kenneth Hagin’s and Lester Sumrall’s own 
writings on The Holy Spirit and His Gifts and The Gifts & Ministries of The Holy Spirit, for which they give 
Carter his due. Carter and Sumrall traveled together for a few years just as World War II was beginning, 
teaching his revelation about the ministry of the Holy Spirit while Sumrall preached as an evangelist. 
Sumrall wrote about his travels in The Life Story of Lester Sumrall. This is a fascinating book about someone 
stepping out in the power of God. 

If you want to do an in-depth study on the gifts, you will need to get to know Howard Carter. He has 
written the best definitions and studies about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Anything by or about John Wimber would be of value. He was wonderfully used by God in the gifts 
of the Spirit. I loved this guy and would recommend anything he put in print or that you can find on tape. 
John Wimber was supernaturally natural and mightily used by the Lord on so many levels. He modeled 
grace like few others I have seen and was used in the gifts of the Spirit at a high level. His wife Carol wrote 
about book called John Wimber: The Way it Was. 

My Life Story by Oral Roberts is a little out-of-print book that powerfully illustrates how to covet 
earnestly the best gifts and come into your calling. In the earlier editions of his autobiography, you can 
sense his earnestness to help us come into what God has for us. 

John Alexander Dowie: A Life Story of Trials, Tragedies and Triumphs by Gordon Lindsay contains 
both inspiration to press into your call and gifts and a dire warning about what happens when someone 
who was powerfully used by the Lord becomes isolated by being elevated too high. This is a sobering read. 

John G. Lake Sermons on Dominion over Demons, Disease & Death by Gordon Lindsay will inspire 
you to give your all to advance the Kingdom of God. His boldness to believe God’s Word comes through 
these pages. There are a couple of other small books about Lake that you can find as well. 

The author, Gordon Lindsay, personally knew the principal men who were greatly used by the Lord 
in the early to mid-1900s. He always presents the most balanced view of their lives and ministries that 
you will find rather than the enamored view more contemporary historians are prone to. You can trust 
anything Lindsay has written. He has a number of other books available, which are worth having. 

Anything by or about Dr. Charles S. Price is worth reading. Few people have been used in the gift of 
healing like Dr. Price. He wrote a wonderful book called Real Faith for Healing. It is perhaps one of the 
best books on healing I have come across. It contains a rare revelation about yielding to Jesus for the 
power to heal the sick rather than doing a little bit of everything that we have ever learned, hoping 
something works. I think it is safe to say that Price was used in healing the sick more than anyone else I 
have read about. There is an amazing story about him and how God used him in The Happiest People on 
Earth by Demos Shakarian, who was the founder of Full Gospel Businessmen Fellowship International. 
This book also contains a firsthand history of the early days of the Pentecostal and Charismatic 
movements. 

Jack Hayford’s book The Beauty of Spiritual Language is a refreshing book about tongues. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/B000JQOII0/ref=dp_olp_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1216232960&sr=1-21
http://www.amazon.com/Beauty-Spiritual-Language-Jack-Hayford/dp/0785272682
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Jack Deere’s books called Surprised by the Voice of God and Surprised by the Power of God are 
valuable on a number of levels. They detail how John Wimber and Paul Cain were used by the Holy Spirit 
and are helpful for those who are coming out of a cessationist church background. 

The Gospel of Healing by A. B. Simpson is a great read for those trying to get healed or for those who 
want to understand the inner workings of how healing happens. 

God’s Medicine Bottle by Derek Prince. This look book is a powerful testimony of how Derek was 
healed of a skin disorder by taking God’s word like a medicine every day. 

Fresh Wind—Fresh Fire by Jim Cymbala is not only a great read, but it creates vision to build our lives, 
churches, and ministries upon prayer. I have been down to their Tuesday night prayer meetings many 
times and would consider them some of the best meetings I have been to. I also believe this is one of the 
truly great churches in America today. 

MY HOLY SPIRIT COLLECTION 

To read more about how these books impacted me, read my books that were written to help people grow 
in the Spirit-filled life. 

1. Giving Away the Holy Spirit 
2. My Search For the Gifts of the Spirit 
3. A Place For Prophecy 
4. Prophetic Promises 
5. The Healing Ministry of Jesus 
6. Degrees of Deliverance 
7. In The Name of Jesus 
8. The Benefits of Tongues 
9. The Importance of Impartation 
10. My Call and Spiritual Formation 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Voice-God-Jack-Deere/dp/0310225582
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310211271/ref=pd_lpo_k2_dp_sr_1?pf_rd_p=486539851&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe-1&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=0310225582&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_r=1WGZJS8KVP35C0CX8GR5
http://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Healing-B-Simpson/dp/1600660185/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1283454429&sr=1-3
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